
MINUTES


MAYOR   AND   COUNCIL   MEETING


MARCH 3, 2011

The Mayor and Council of the City of Franklin, Georgia, met in regular session Thursday, March 3, 2011  at city hall at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Chapman began the meeting by welcoming everyone in attendance.    Councilman Hamil gave the invocation followed by Councilman Almond leading in the pledge to the flag.

MINUTES OF February 3rd and February 17th 

Councilman Rogers made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hamil to approve the minutes as presented.  The vote was unanimous.  
ORDER OF THE AGENDA

 Councilman Adams made a motion,  seconded by Councilman Rogers, to approve the order of the agenda.  The vote was unanimous.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Police Department - Chief Hannah presented a written report to the council. He also reported on the following:

The camera system on one of the police cars is not working.   It is an old system that records on VHS tapes.   All of the newer cars have a digital in-car video system.  The cost of a new camera is $4,682.00.  With the council(s permission, he can trade in one additional vehicle and reduce the overall cost of the new system to $732.00.  Councilman Manders stated it was very important for the officers to be able to document their movements.  He made a motion to follow the chief(s recommendation.  Councilman Rogers seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.   Councilman Adams asked if the camera could be purchased using SPLOST funds. Chief Hannah said it could. 

Street Department - Councilman Adams reported for the Street Department.  He said the Department of Transportation had discussed the possibility of changing the entrance to the high school.

City Attorney David Mecklin

1. He told the council he had received the audit report from Mrs. McClendon.  He recommended the initial discussion take place in an executive session due to potential litigation.

1. Councilman Adams said the City of LaGrange is putting an ordinance in place to prevent juvenile group rehabilitation homes in the city.   He doesn(t think there should be one in Franklin.   Mr. Mecklin said this would have to be done through a city zoning  ordinance.  He will check on the ordinance in LaGrange. 

OLD BUSINESS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:
1. SPLOST Projects - Mayor Chapman told the board County Commission Chair June Jackson would like to meet with the council to discuss the upcoming SPLOST.   The mayor suggested March 24, 2011 as the date for the called meeting.   Council Almond made the motion.  Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.  Councilmen Almond, Hamil and Manders approved the motion.  Councilmen Adams and Rogers opposed the motion.  The motion carried by a majority vote.

2. City Hall Business Hours - Mayor Chapman told the council she had been approached by citizens who wanted city hall to remain open all day Wednesday rather than close at noon.  Several council members expressed concern about extending the hours at city hall when so many jobs were cutting back on hours.   Councilman Almond made a motion to postpone the decision for the present.  Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.   The vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:


1.
Kathy Knowles told the council she was told the Work Force Development could not use the community center again.  She stressed the importance of finding jobs in the community.  The Clerk told her she had not told them they could not use the community center.  She told them  the community center was not designed to be a public restroom facility.  If they wanted to use the center parking lot and open the restrooms for the public, they needed to make certain they were taken care of.  The representative said she couldn(t be responsible for the restrooms.   The clerk mentioned they might want to park in the parking lot at the public restrooms.  The representative left the office at that point.

2.
Donna Patterson introduced herself to the council as the editor for the News and Banner.  She said she can be reach at editor@newsandbanner.com.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Councilman Rogers made a motion to enter an executive session to discuss potential litigation.  Councilman Manders seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

Councilman Rogers made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hamil, to re-enter the regular session.  The vote was unanimous.

Mayor Chapman said no action was taken.  Councilman Rogers said he would like to make a motion 
to accept the audit report and the amount of money taken based on the amount the insurance company was willing to pay.   Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

MAYOR/COUNCIL COMMENTS

3. Councilman Adams asked if the painting at the community center was paid from general funds or SPLOST funds.  The clerk said it was from the general fund account.  He asked if it could be paid from SPLOST.

There was no further business to conduct and Councilman Rogers made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hamil, to adjourn.  The vote was unanimous. 

____________________________________

Teresa Chapman, Mayor
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