Back to School Safety Tips
The Franklin Police Department and Heard County Sheriff’s Department want to remind motorist to be extra careful and expect longer commute times, due to student’s traveling to and from school. Planning ahead for your commute will undoubtedly save time, lower frustration levels, increase levels of alertness and improve safety for yourself and loved ones.  In addition to allowing enough travel time, simple things such as identifying the school zones, the time frames that they are active, the locations of pedestrian crossings and school bus pick up times along the routes you travel. This will enable residents to plan their daily commute efficiently.  Other tips for the start of the school year include:
Riding the Bus

· Have a safe place to wait for your bus, away from traffic and the street.
· Stay away from the bus until it comes to a complete stop. 

· Always wait for the door opens before approaching the bus.
· Use the handrails when entering and exiting the bus.
· If you have to cross in front of the bus to get on, make sure that the bus driver observes you during your approach.
· Look both ways and make sure other motorist have stopped before you enter the roadway.
· Never fight, push, or shove others while waiting in line to exit the bus.
· Keep feet, books, lunch boxes, and book bags out of the aisle.
· Remain seated while the bus is moving.
· Always obey the bus driver.
Walking and Biking to School

· Mind all traffic signals and/or the crossing guard.
· Walk your bike through intersections.
· Walk or ride your bike with a friend when possible.
· Plan the shortest and safest route to and from school.
· Do not wear earphones and/or use a cell phone.
Motorist
· Safety belts are the best form of protection in the event of a crash, so always buckle up. 
· Allow additional time for your commute, keeping in mind that additional motorist and buses will be on the roadways.
· Be patient as buses are loading and unloading.
· Obey all traffic laws and pay close attention to traffic signs and signals.
· Watch out for other pedestrians walking to school, they may not see you.
· Parents of teenage drivers should know the law regarding passengers in the vehicle. 
· Drivers need to not only pay attention to their driving, but also pay attention to other drivers and pedestrians. 

· Watch for children entering and exiting the roadway for transportation.
· When driving your children to school, deliver and pick them up as close to the school as possible. Don’t leave until they are safely on school grounds.

“The start of a new school year is often chaotic, as many of us modify our schedule to adjust to students returning to school. We ask that you remain alert and aware when traveling through school zones and be mindful of buses making frequent stops to pick up students”, stated Chief Kevin Hannah of the Franklin Police Department.
“I encourage all parents to sit down a few minutes and remind your children of these safety tips and others that are important. If we all follow these simple rules and obey traffic laws, we can make everyone’s daily travels safe and enjoyable”, stated Sheriff Ross Henry of the Heard County Sheriff’s Department. 

