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FROM THE DUGOUT: ROAD-TESTED KNIGHTS LOOK FORWARD TO PLAYING IN FRONT OF HOME CROWD

“From The Dugout” is a weekly report on West Georgia Tech Golden Knights baseball, with contributions from Golden Knights head coach Todd Pratt. This week’s feature was written by WGTC Sports Information Coordinator Aaron Sones.
WACO, Ga. -- This week West Georgia Technical College head baseball Coach Todd Pratt wanted to talk about life on the road. We sat down and discussed the early road trips that the Golden Knights have experienced.
 
“Road trips are difficult, you are headed into the enemy’s territory and do not know what to expect,” Pratt said. 
The Golden Knights baseball program has been on the road all season, up to this point, due to the fact that construction is ongoing for the school’s new on-campus baseball facility. Construction is expected to be completed sometime in September.
“It is just another hurdle that we as a program must endure as our park is being built,” Pratt said. “Our student athletes are excited about the new park and the frequent road trips are just another challenge we have to overcome as we build a JUCO power in the western part of Georgia.” 
Pratt is extremely enthusiastic about the future of West Georgia Tech baseball. In fact, I dropped my pen as Coach Pratt vocalized his views and expectations on the program’s future. 
“The new ballpark will only help me recruit young men to attend West Georgia Tech and to be a part of our baseball program,” he said.  “I have been allowed into the planning room and I can tell you that Dr. Sullivan and his staff are building a park that all of our students will be proud of.”
Pratt’s energy is contagious. That aura, which has followed him from his time in the major leagues, has infected just about anyone who has spent time with him during his stint here. He loves the game of baseball, and he loves his players and this program.
This year’s squad won’t get to enjoy the experience of playing on the on-campus facility. But the program’s first team has bonded and become a closer family while experiencing life on the road.  
A typical road trip is planned weeks in advance. Pratt said that the first step in the planning is to talk to his boss, West Georgia Tech Athletic Director Walter Dunson. 
“Mr. Dunson has been great since day one,” Pratt said. “He and his staff have provided the program with the materials that we need to compete, and he has really worked hard for all of our current and future student athletes.”
Pratt and Dunson met prior to the season and determined how many road trips would be allowed and which trips would be overnight stays.  
“There is more to it than just saying we are going to play Middle Georgia and stay the night there,” Pratt said. “It must be logistically viable for us as a program and it must not constrain the athletic budget. 
“We have to plan for transportation, meal money per athlete, and hotel accommodations. Road trips are not cheap.” 
Dunson takes care of the hotel reservations and will hand out the meal money as players load up on the bus. The school provides the buses for the players. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Once we are on the bus I will explain to the team what our agenda is and estimated time of arrival,” Pratt said. “Most of our players will then catch up on some sleep, watch movies, or listen to their music.
“We will usually stop for breakfast, and this is where it starts getting crazy. Imagine the restaurant seeing thirty men unload a bus. Our guys are very polite and respectful so it goes off pretty smoothly. They understand that they represent the college.”  
Once the team gets to their destination they check into the hotel and grab some lunch before heading to the ballpark.  After the game the players load up the bus and head back to the hotel to clean up. 
“We give the guys about thirty minutes to get cleaned up and then we head to the laundromat,” Pratt said. “I cannot stand dirty uniforms and it gives these student athletes responsibility to take care of themselves.”
After the uniforms are dried and folded, it is time to head to dinner. 
“We all have the same WGTC polo’s on and the staff and I will pick out an affordable restaurant,” Pratt said. “I believe this is where a team grows. I switch roommates every trip to allow players to get to know each other on a one-on-one basis.” 
So maybe the lengthy early season road-swing has actually been a good thing for the West Georgia Tech program, as it begins the process of establishing itself in this inaugural season. The Golden Knights are now road-tested and are as close knit as a first-year team could ever hope to be.
And the results on the field have been impressive. The Knights enter their home opener March 12th against Georgia Tech at New Manchester High School in Douglasville with a No. 11 national ranking and a perfect 6-0 division record. 
“We have bonded as a team on the road, there is no question about that,” Pratt said. “It has made us a better team. But I can assure you that we are excited to play in front of our home fans and in the great community of Douglasville. We are glad to be home.”


