HEARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

APRIL 12, 2011 – 6:30 P.M.
The Heard County Board of Commissioners held a Commissioners Meeting on 
April 12, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the courtroom of the Heard County Courthouse.  In attendance at the meeting were Commission Chair June Jackson, District 1 Commissioner Karen Isenhower, District 2 Commissioner Jacob Cammon, District 3 Commissioner Gwen Caldwell, District 4 Commissioner Frank Crook, District 5 Commissioner Sandi Allen, and County Attorney Jerry Ann Conner.  Commission Chair Jackson called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present.  Chief Scott Blue gave the invocation.  

Agenda Item # 3 – Public Hearings – a. To Discuss Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan -  Commission Chair Jackson opened the public hearing. Chief Scott Blue introduced Mr. Ranko Pudar with Pudar Mitigation Consulting, Inc. and Mr. Alan Armstrong and Ms. Sharon Caton with Plans & More, LLP. He explained that these companies were hired by the county to update Heard County’s Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan which is a mandated document that the County is required to have by the State of Georgia. Ms. Caton made a presentation explaining the process of the pre-disaster mitigation plan and its purpose. There being no public comments and no comments from the Board, on motion (Allen) and second (Crook), the Board unanimously voted to close the public hearing. 
b. Application for Special Use for a Telecommunications Tower – SBA Towers, Inc., Location Address – Property owned by Frank Arrington, Georgia Highway 34 West – Commission Chair Jackson opened the public hearing and read the request made by SBA Towers to erect a 180 ft. monopole communication tower on 34 acres of agriculture zoned property owned by Mr. Frank Arrington, located at 3215 Ga. Hwy. 34, Franklin, Georgia. She stated that the Heard County Planning Commission did recommend approval of this request.  Mr. Mercer Grimes with SBA Towers, Inc. explained to the Board that all the standards for review for a special use were met except for the setback on one side. He explained that the setback requirement on one side is short 98 feet. He stated to the Board that he was willing to ask for a variance on this setback and re-file his request or he could speak with the engineers about moving this tower. Whichever, the Board would like for him to do is fine. Commissioner Allen stated that she spoke with Mr. Grimes about a variance and explained to him that she was not in favor of granting a variance. She stated she would be in favor of relocating the tower to meet the setbacks. She also stated that she spoke with Mr. and Mrs. Arrington who are in favor of locating the tower in their area to help with cell phone service on the west side of the county.   Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, 307 Whitley O’Neal Road, Franklin spoke in favor of the tower stating it would help with the cell phone service in this area.  Commissioner Caldwell asked Mr. Grimes to consider putting a tower in the northwest portion of Heard County also. There being no further comments from the Board or the public, on motion (Allen) and second (Caldwell), the Board unanimously voted to close the public hearing.
c. Application for Special Use for a Telecommunications Tower – SBA Towers, Inc., Location Address – Property owned by Norma June Golden, Georgia Highway 34 West - – Commission Chair Jackson opened the public hearing and read the request made by SBA Towers to erect a 180 ft. monopole communication tower on 15 acres of agriculture zoned property on Ga. Hwy. 34, Franklin, Georgia.  She stated that the Heard County Planning Commission did recommend approval of this request. Mr. Mercer Grimes with SBA Towers, Inc. explained to the Board that all the standards for review for a special use were met for this tower.  He also stated that this tower is 3.8 miles east of Mr. Arrington’s property. Mr. Ty Alford, 6900 Hwy. 34, Franklin, Georgia spoke in opposition to this tower. Mr. Jeff Whoric, 3182 Hwy. 34, Franklin, Georgia spoke in favor of this tower.  There being no further comments from the Board or the public, on motion (Allen) and second (Caldwell), the Board unanimously voted to close the public hearing.

Agenda Item # 4 – Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Isenhower asked why the minutes are published in the paper before they are approved. Commission Chair Jackson explained those are not the County’s official minutes. The official minutes are only published after they are approved by the Board. On motion (Crook) and second (Caldwell), the Board unanimously voted to approve the minutes from March 22, 2011 as presented. 

Agenda Item # 5 – Amend Agenda – Commission Chair Jackson asked for an amendment to New Business to include “e – Discuss Appointment to the Heard County Board of Tax Assessors”. On motion (Caldwell) and second (Allen), the Board unanimously approved this request.
Agenda Item # 6 – Public Comments – None.

Agenda Item # 7 - Old Business – a. Approve Pay Request for Dugout Roof Additions – Mr. Kevin Hamby – Mr. Kevin Hamby presented pay request # 5 from Early Construction on the dugout roof additions at the Heard County Sports Complex in the amount of $21,276.00. He stated that he and David Julien inspected the roofs today and they both recommend holding back $5,000.00 on this request until Mr. Earley finishes painting the roofs. On motion (Crook) and second (Allen), the Board voted 4 to 1 to approve this request. Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Crook, Commissioner Cammon and Commissioner Caldwell voted for the motion. Commissioner Isenhower voted against the motion. 
b. Approve Pay Request for Glover Road Gymnasium Renovations – Mr. Kevin Hamby – Mr. Kevin Hamby presented pay request # 4 from Earley Construction on the Glover Road Gymnasium Renovations in the amount of $33,177.99. Mr. Hamby stated that Mr. Earley is in the process of finishing this project and the 4-H office could possibly begin moving in the month of May. On motion (Allen) and second (Crook), the Board unanimously voted to approve this request and for this invoice to be paid from insurance proceeds received that are in the general fund account. 

Agenda Item # 8 – New Business – a. Decision on Public Hearing Request from SBA Towers – Frank Arrington – On motion (Allen) and second (Caldwell), the Board unanimously approved this application contingent on the setbacks being met for the tower and for Zoning Administrator, Katrina Knowles to have the final approval.
b. Decision on Public Hearing Request from SBA Towers – Norma Jean Golden – Commissioner Cammon asked Mr. Grimes with SBA Towers, if this tower could possible be located anywhere else in the same vicinity.  Mr. Grimes, stated, no, because this property is the only property within the coverage “bowl area”. He stated that this area is a “very tight spot”. Commissioner Isenhower stated she felt the Board should take the one citizen’s opposition into consideration. Mr. Grimes stated this tower will be more than 350 feet from the road in a wooded area. On motion (Allen) and second (Crook), the Board voted 3 to 2 to approve this application. Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Crook and Commissioner Caldwell voted for the motion.  Commissioner Isenhower and Commissioner Cammon voted against the motion.

c. Discuss Appointments to the Heard County Recreation Board – Commission Chair Jackson stated that District 2, District 4 and District 5 will need to re-appoint their current representative or recommend a new representative to the Heard County Recreation Board. (See attachment for current representatives). On motion (Cammon) and second (Allen), the Board unanimously re-appointed Mrs. Judy Posey as the District 2 representative. On motion (Crook) and second (Caldwell), the Board unanimously re-appointed Mr. Cliff Jiles as the District 4 representative. On motion (Allen) and second (Crook), the Board unanimously re-appointed Mrs. Marian Boyd as the District 5 representative.
d. Discuss Habitat for Humanity in Heard County – Mr. Steven Brown and Mrs. Jean Prophett with the Troup/Chambers County Habitat for Humanity asked the Board for their support and approval and to enter into a partnership with Heard County.  Mr. Brown stated that he has been meeting with the City of Franklin Zoning Board on a regular basis and they encouraged him to meet with the Board of Commissioners. After further discussion, on motion (Isenhower) and second (Allen), the Board unanimously approved this request and welcomed Habitat for Humanity into Heard County.

e. Discuss Appointment to Heard County Tax Assessors Board – Commission Chair Jackson stated that Mr. Fred Cooke is unable to serve on this Board and would need to be replaced. On motion (Caldwell) and second (Crook), the Board unanimously voted to replace Mr. Cooke with Mrs. Lana Bussey. 
Agenda Item # 9 – Executive Session – Commission Chair Jackson asked for an Executive Session to discuss litigation. On motion (Allen) and second (Cammon), the Board unanimously voted to go into Executive Session to discuss litigation. On motion (Cammon) and second (Allen), the Board unanimously voted to return to Open Session. Commission Chair Jackson stated that litigation was discussed in Executive Session. 


There being no further business, on motion (Caldwell) and second (Cammon), the Board unanimously voted to adjourn.
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