
MINUTES


MAYOR   AND   COUNCIL   MEETING


APRIL 7, 2011

The Mayor and Council of the City of Franklin, Georgia, met in regular session Thursday, April 7, 2011  at city hall at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Chapman began the meeting by welcoming everyone in attendance.    Councilman Hamil gave the invocation followed by Councilman Almond leading in the pledge to the flag.

MINUTES OF March 3rd, March 24th, & March 31st 

Councilman Hamil made a motion, seconded by Councilman Manders to approve the minutes as presented.  The vote was unanimous.  Councilman Rogers abstained on the minutes March 24.

ORDER OF THE AGENDA

Councilman Manders made a motion,  seconded by Councilman Hamil, to approve the order of the agenda.  The vote was unanimous.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Street Department - Street Supervisor Alan Holcomb reported on the following:

A.
Bank at the Fire Department - He suggested cleaning off the bank and putting sod down.  The cost from North Georgia Turf will be $1047.00.  Council Almond said the bank was very steep and he was concerned about the men trying to cut it.  He suggested more juniper, jasmine or ivy.   Any of these plants will spread to cover the bank and will not need mowing.    Councilman Hamil made a motion to plant the bank in ivy.  Councilman Almond seconded the motion.   Councilmen Almond, Hamil, Manders and Rogers voted in favor of the motion.  Councilman Adams abstained.  The motion carried by a majority vote.

B.
Ditch in front of Tom Awbrey place on Franklin Parkway - He told the council the ditch is not draining properly and is causing the driveway to wash out.  The ditch is on the D.O.T. right of way but the D.O.T. has stated they will not repair it.   They also said, if the city repairs the ditch, they will need to put the rolled grass on the ditch.   Alan was instructed to have a price available for the next meeting.

Police Department - Chief Hannah presented a written report to the council. He also reported on the following:
He and his department assisted with the Special Olympics.

City Attorney David Mecklin

1. The insurance claim with GIRMA has been paid.

1. He has prepared a zoning ordinance for group homes modeled after the ordinance in LaGrange.   Current group homes will be grand fathered in.   Adopting the ordinance will require advertising for a public hearing.  This will need to go before the planning and zoning board.

1. He has prepared an agreement between the city and county to have the Heard County fire marshal perform inspections in the city.   Councilman Adams made a motion, seconded by Councilman Manders, to adopt the agreement.  The vote was unanimous.  Mr. Mecklin will contact the county attorney. 

OLD BUSINESS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Alford Drive - Mr. Cleveland Rutledge addressed the council.   He told the council when his great-aunt, Mary Johnson Hines, established the school in that area his parents gave the right of way to get to the school.   Bevis Road was named after another relative, Viola Bevis.  He said the school and Mrs. Hines were gone now but he would like to see Alford Road named Rutledge Drive in honor of his late parents.   He said he had a lot of respect for Mr. Alford but his father also worked for the school more than fifty-five years.   

Mr. Mecklin told the council there are no city or state laws that would prevent the city from changing the name.   From a practical stand point, the city needs to notify the state and post office and ascertain the current residents don(t have a problem with the name change.  

A.
Councilman Hamil said he did not have a problem with it.   

B.
Councilman Almond spoke on the many things Mrs. Rutledge had done for the community over the years.  He said he was going to make a motion to rename Alford Drive to Rutledge Drive.

C.
Councilman Adams suggested waiting on Franklin Aluminum.

D. 
Councilman Rogers suggested dedicating the road in honor to the Rutledge family.  Mr. Rutledge said the first time the road was changed, no one was notified.

E.
Councilman Almond made a motion to rename Alford Drive to Rutledge Drive. Councilman Hamil added, all the way to the top of the hill, and seconded the motion.   Councilmen Almond, Hamil, Manders and Rogers voted in favor of the motion.  Councilman Adams opposed the motion.  The motion carried by a majority vote.   Mr. Mecklin told the council to measure the street to send to the state and post office.

2.
Doors at the Community Center - Mayor Chapman asked the council if they wanted to make both front doors handicapped accessible or just have one.    Councilman Adams made a motion to have one door handicapped accessible.  Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS:


1.
Kevin Hayes addressed the council on the web site.   He said it is time to renew the site.  The proposed cost for one year is $2209.99.  He has thirty days to cancel.  Councilman Adams asked how much he received from the city.  Mr. Hayes said he had not received anything since the middle of 2010.   Councilman Adams said the minutes were to be sent each month.  The clerk stated she was instructed not to send anything without council approval.  Mr. Hayes said by that time the news was already a month old.   Councilman Rogers made a motion to amend the agenda to discuss this.  Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous. Councilman Manders stated the city should keep the site up to date or do sway with it.  Councilman Hamil made a motion to do away with the site.  Councilman Almond seconded the motion.  Councilmen Almond, Hamil, Manders and Rogers voted in favor of the motion.  Councilman Adams opposed the motion.  The motion carried by a majority vote.

2.
Edna Jones told the council there is an individual in a wheelchair on Mary Johnson Road.  She would like the city to put a sign on the street for handicapped individuals and children at play.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:


Councilman Adams made a motion to enter an executive session to discuss potential litigation and personnel.   Councilman Hamil seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

Councilman Rogers made a motion, seconded by Councilman Manders, to come out of the executive session.  The vote was unanimous.

Councilman Hamil made a motion, seconded by Councilman Almond, too re-enter the regular session.  The vote was unanimous.

Mayor Chapman said the council discussed personnel and litigation.  No action was taken.  Councilman Adams made a motion for city hall to be open five days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with an hour for lunch.  The lunch hour is to be rotated between the clerks.  There will be no overtime unless it is approved by the council.  Council Manders seconded the motion.  Councilman Adams amended the original motion to add the clerk will clock in and out at lunch.  Councilman Manders seconded the motion and amendment.  The vote was unanimous.

MAYOR/COUNCIL COMMENTS

1.
Councilman Hamil said he didn(t see anything on the auditor(s report that needed to be blacked out.   He did not understand what had taken so long.   He was not certain if justice had been served.

There was no further business to conduct and Councilman Almond made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hamil, to adjourn.  The vote was unanimous. 

____________________________________

Teresa Chapman, Mayor

Members Present:





Clerks Present:
Shane Manders, Post #1




Myra Braswell

Willie Almond, Jr., Post #2






Joel Rogers, Post #3

Johnny Adams, Post #4

Jimmy Hamil, Post #5

Employees Present:







Kevin Hannah, Chief of Police

Alan Holcomb, Public Works Supervisor

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((

